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22 Brulal struggle for New Britain

By John F. Wukovits

“Our soldiers are fully prepared to repulse this insolent
attempt [to attack New Britain],” boasted Radio Tokyo. In
fact, neither the Americans nor the Japanese were prepared
for the ordeal awaiting them in the merciless jungles.

J0 Itallan invaders Routed
at Beda Fomm

By ].D. Latimer

Paraphrasing the words of Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden summed up
the counteroffensive launched by the British against the

Italians in North Africa in December 1940: “Never has so
much been surrendered by so many to so few.”

36 Justice Under the Sun:
Japanese War crime Trials

By Robert Barr Smith

Like their German counterparts, Japanese government and
military officials had to face the judgments of the Allied
victors once the shooting had finally stopped.

U.S. NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER

ABOVE: American Maj.
Gen. Myron C. Cramer,
Australian Sir William E
Webb, Chinese Justice

J.A. Mai and Soviet Justice
[.M. Zaryanov prepare to
announce their verdicts on
April 8, 1948, at the
Japanese war crime trials
held in the former War
Ministry building in Tokyo.

COVER: American troops
who surrendered in the
Philippines in April 1942
undergo the brutal ordeal of
the Bataan Death March, in
a painting by James Dietz.
After the fortunes of war
had turned, many of the
surviving Japanese captors
would answer for their
crimes (story, P. 38).
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Perspectives

World War 11 gave rise to numerous comic strips and
brought fame to the artists who drew them.

By Ron Goulart

”omic strips and cartoons
were important morale
builders for millions of Unit-
ed States service personnel
during World War II. Thanks
to the Camp Newspaper
Service and publications like
Yank and Stars.and Stripes,
enlisted men and women,
no matter where they were
stationed, had access not
only to several of their fa-
vorite homefront comics,
like Dick Tracy, Joe Palooka
and Li'l Abner, but also to a
batch of Gl-created features
that were raunchier and
more outspoken than the
homegrown stuff, such as
The Wolf, Sad Sack and Bill
Mauldin’s Up Fron.

Also, there was Miss Lace,
the sexy star of Male Call by .
Milton Caniff, the civilian
creator of Terry and the Pi-
rates, who donated the strip
as his contribution to the
war effort. In the interests of
morale-building, comics were
allowed more leeway in the

cartoons of army life using
| the Sad Sack as the bewil-

_ dered civilian trying to be a
| soldier.” Baker eventually

- -entered his hapless, sausage-
“nosed Gl in a contest for
servicemen cartoonists. It
won and was widely re-
printed in camp newspa-
pers. That notoriety result-
ed in Baker’s being invited
to join the staff of Yank, and
Sad Sack debuted there in
the weekly’s first issue in
April 1942.

Baker’s pantomime two-
tier comic strips, which
made good use of his mas-
tery of perspective, resem-
bled storyboards for ani-
mated cartoon sequences
- and almost never pictured

the luckless Sack w'mning
- atanything. “To me,” Baker
. said, “he was the pictorial
representatlon of the hu-
mility and resignation  to
~:abuse the civilian feels on
--enttance to the gigantic

COURTESY OF RON GOULART

service publications, and the
GI comics got away with
breaches of decorum not per-

Sergeant Leonard Sansone’s The \X/olf was a popula'r cartoon among
American ﬁghung men overseds—as much fot the artist’s skill at drawing -
attractive women as for the series’ leering, wolflike GI protagonist.

: dlough he wasacham—
- pion loser, Sad Sack ap-
- pealed to servicemen. In

mitted in civilian newspapers.

Even before the Selective Service Act
introduced the draft in 1940, there had
been a great many camp newspapers across
the country and even some overseas. But
the number of papers began growing in
1940, and after the United States entered
the war, hundreds more started up as mil-
lions of Americans entered military serv-
ice. While the majority of the papers were
printed on presses, about a third were pro-
duced by more primitive processes such
as mimeographing.

In the spring of 1942, the Stars and Stripes
weekly newspaper, gone since World War ],
was revived. It appeared first among U.S.
Army personnel in England, and eventu-
ally editions appeared in various European
and African combat areas. Yank, a weekly
magazine that was a slim variation. of such
then-popular slick magazines as The Satur-
dav Evening Post and Collier’s, . was also

launched in the spring of 1942 and distrib-
uted to U.S. servicemen around the world:

News organizations now began: operat-
ing to ensure that the hundreds of service
publications around the world had featutes
and artwork. The main organization in
charge of comics and cartoons was the
Camp Newspaper Service. Set up in the
summer of 1942, it was operated by the ed-

itors and staff of Yank from the GI weekly’s :

offices on42nd Street in Manhattan.
George Baker was born in Lowell, Mass.,

and attended high scheol in Chicago,

where he also spent about a month in the
Academy of Fine Atts. He headed west in
1937 and went to work for Walt Disney, as-
sisting on several of its full-length animat-
ed cartoons, including Pinocchio, Dumbo
and Bambi. He was drafted in June 1941,
and, as he later confessed, “most of my
evenings in the Army were spent drawing

1944 a collection of the
Yank strips was reprinted by Simon &
Schuster and sold nearly a quarter of a
million copies in hardcover. That same

year the Bell Syndlcate, which handled

~ comic strips ranging from Mutt & Jeff to

Don Winslow. of the Navy, picked up Sad

. Sack-and placed it in nearly 50 civilian

newspapers-in the United States.
Leonard Sansone was also born in Mass-
achusetts. He got into the comic book
in New York City in 1940 and
turned out adventure features for such
titles as Mystic Comics, Blue Bolt and Star-
thing Comics. He was drafted into the Army
early in 1942 and began drawing The Wolf
panel for the camp paper at Fort Belvoir,
Va. It was picked up by the Camp News-
paper Service, and Sansone spent the war
in Manhattan drawmg, as Life called it, his
“wolf in GI clothing.” He worked in the
Camp. Newspaper Service office at Yank,
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from the Naval Institute Press

A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF

THE SEA WAR 1939-1945

Kemp. From international archives
and personal collections, historian
Paul Kemp has compiled the finest
photographic study yet of the naval
element of World War II. 192 pages.
470 photos.

HI-6T44. .o oo ot $39.95

PT 105

Keresey. The fastest craft on the water
during World War I, PT boats were
tough and versatile little fighters. This
firsthand account of their operations
throws new light on their unique
contributions. 160 pages. 9 photos.
Map.

#1-4601.............. $27.95

E-BOAT ALERT

Defending the Normandy

Invasion Fleet

Tent. Combining newly released top-
secret reports, rare photographs, and
extensive interviews, this ground-
breaking work presents a little-known
episode of World War II. 308 pages.
48 photos. 5 drawings. 3 maps.
Glossary. Notes. Bibliog. Index.
#1-8054 .............. $32.95

U.S. MERCHANT VESSEL WAR
CASUALTIES OF WORLD WAR I
Browning. This book provides a
complete account of the American-
flagged merchant vessels that were lost
or suffered war damage and
documents attacks on these ships. 600
pages. 12 photos. App. Bibliog.
Glossary. Index.
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CRUISERS OF WORLD WAR TWO
An International Encyclopedia
Whitley. This comprehensive reference
déscribes all cruisers, regardless of
nation, for the period from 1939 to
1945. 288 pages. 312 photos. 82 line
drawings. Bibliog. Index.
#1-1416.............. $

KINKAID OF THE

SEVENTH FLEET

A Biography of Admiral
Thomas C. Kinkaid, U.S. Navy
Wheeler. This remarkable
portrait of the admiral’s
46-year naval career draws on
family papers and letters and
Japanese documents to take the
wraps off this exceptional
World War 1T leader. 552 pages.
58 photos. 10 maps. Bibliog.
Index.

#1-9360 .......... $37.95
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SWORD BEACH MMORTAL
Minesweeping in IMAGES

the Royal Navy

Maher. Rich in detail and
narrative quality, this is a
firsthand account of service
on World War II British
minesweepers. 272 pages. 17
photos. 2 maps. Apps. Index.
- B .4 (A $28.95

IMMORTAL IMAGES

A Personal History of

Two Photographers and the
Flag Raising on Iwo Jima
Thomey. The stories of the
photographers who captured
the historic flag raising on Iwo Jima, are sensitively told in
this biography by a U.S. Marine who was there. 224 pages.
40 illus. Notes. Bibliog. Index.
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which was just across the street from the
New York Daily News building, and even-
tually reached the rank of staff sergeant.

“Wolf” was a popular term for an ag-
gressive woman-chaser in the early 1940s.
Animator Tex Avery used a similar, though
more exuberant, character in several of his
wartime animated cartoons, notably in Red
Hot Riding Hood in 1943.

The Wolf was rarely seen in actual pur-
suit of a woman, and much of the humor
of the panel derived from the fact that only
the reader apparently saw his shaggy head
and was aware of his true character and
goals. In one typical panel his pretty dinner
partner is criticizing him by saying, “Food—
food—food! Is that all you ever think of?”
Although he was the antithesis of Sad
Sack, the Wolf was just as popular, and at
the height of his fame he appeared in
nearly 3,000 service papers each week. In
his introduction to a 1945 collection of
Sansone’s cartoons, Milton Caniff said,
“Every soldier thinks himself a pretty hot
deal, capable of endless conquests,” and
that was why the Wolf was easy to identify
with. Sansone, too, was an excellent car-
toonist and especially good at drawing at-
tractive women, certainly another reason
for the panel’s popularity.

The most popular comics feature in the
service newspapers, however, was the work
of a civilian. Milton Caniff was classed as
4F (physically ineligible) because of phle-
bitis contracted from an insect bite in his
youth, but “I wanted to do some work for
the guys who had to fight; something just
for them,” he explained. While Stars and
Stripes and Yank could not accept contri-
butions from civilians, the Camp Newspa-
per Service could. Initially Caniff donated
a weekly GI version of his popular strip
Terry and the Pirates. Neither Terry nor any
of the various pirates showed up in this ver-
sion. It concentrated on the wisecracking
blonde from the strip, Burma, and was ba-
sically a gag feature. Burma resided in China
and fraternized with enlisted men, plus an
occasional officer, and her meetings with
amorous servicemen provided most of the
humor. Tame by today’s standards, this gov-
ernment issue Terry and the Pirates usually
featured a few risqué double-entendres. The
new strip debuted in October 1942. Caniff
produced two versions, one in outline only,
for those mimeographed papers, and a fully
rendered version for the other papers.

Fairly soon, Caniff’s bosses at the news-

"paper syndicate that was handling the

civilian version of Terry informed him they
wanted him to quit using any of his char-
acters for an alternate version. Rather than
give up the Gl strip, Caniff merely invent-
ed a new leading lady. “I wanted a short,
sexy name...,” he said. “I gave her black
hair. [ viewed her as innocent but sexy as
hell. She might be playing poker with you,
but she won’t necessarily be going to bed
with you.” The defining word for Lace was
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maybe, and she retained her unattainable
ranking for the duration of the strip. Caniff
said he did not base her on anyone specific,
but Miss Lace in her early appearances did
look quite a bit like the popular 1940s ac-
tress Gene Tierney.

The new strip, Male Call, was first pub-
lished on January 24, 1943, and ran for four
years. At first Lace lived in the same part
of China that Burma had frequented, but
the strip soon stopped mentioning any spe-
cific locale. Most of Caniff’s enlisted men
were as innocent as Lace herself, and though
they rarely passed up a chance to get her
in a position where they could gaze down
her cleavage, they almost never forced
their attentions on her.

When Dave Breger was drafted at the
beginning of 1941, he was already in his
early 30s and a struggling magazine car-
toonist in New York. He was shrewd enough,
however, to use his time in the Army to
build himself a successful lifetime cartoon-
ing career. Breger created an autobiograph-
ical gag panel titled Put. Breger and sold it
to The Saturday Evening Post. Soon there-

 after, Hearst’s King Features began syndi-

cating a daily Put. Breger to newspapers
around the United States. Breger started
doing yet another version for Yank in June
1942, titled G.I. Joe. Breger is generally
credited with coining the G.I. Joe name.

Born in Chicago, Breger was a self-taught
cartoonist, and his drawings always main-
tained a homespun look. Although Breger
eventually became a lieutenant and served
as an overseas correspondent for both Yank
and Stars and Stripes, his cartoon counter-
part remained a private, a foot soldier and
yet another of the hapless GIs who would
always remain civilians inside. Private
Breger never lost the hope that he would
eventually figure out military life, and he
approached war’s discomforts, indignities
and dangers with a tentative optimism.
Breger drew his bespectacled hero as a con-
densed, forlorn caricature of himself.

Among the other features created by serv-
icemen was Dick Wingert’s Hubert panel.
A Midwesterner with some art school
training, Wingert was drafted in 1941, and
the following year he found himself a pri-
vate first class in England. Assigned to the
staff of the revived Stars and Stripes, Wingert
created his squatty, slovenly perennial pri-
vate with the tomato nose.

. Cartoonist Fred Lasswell had begun as-
sisting Billy DeBeck on Barney Google in
the early 1930s and was there when the
cantankerous Snuffy Smith was introduced.
During World War II, Lasswell became a

- Marine Corps staff sergeant and worked on

the Marine monthly magazine Leatherneck.

He contributed a strip called Hashmark.
Another Marine cartoonist, Fred Rhoads,
joined the Corps in 1942. Because he had
attended art school, he was assigned to the
Leatherneck staff after completing basic
: Continued on page 60





